
After enduring a 23-month period of heart-breaking loss—the deaths of her son, husband and
mother—Ardith Franson was ready for a change. She left Tennessee, moved back to Minnesota and
went searching for a spiritual home. That’s when she discovered Saint Rose, joining the parish in
1990. 

“I was looking for a true home, a real family, a place where I would feel comfortable and get to know
people,” she says. “Thanks to Cressie Holberg I found what I needed in the Saint Rose community.
As a greeter she would talk to me, introduce me to other parishioners and then get me involved in
parish organizations. Without her kindness—and that of other women— I would likely not be here
today.”

Fortunately for Saint Rose, Ardith has been member and valuable volunteer for three decades. She
started and     continues as a greeter, and thanks for encouragement from Mary Khouri, she joined
the Funeral Schola and later the regular choir. She was also a Park and Ride volunteer.

Once her talent for sewing was discovered, Ardith became the parish go-to person for a variety of
projects—making costumes for the music ministry productions, altering and repairing cantor robes
and clergy vestments, making aprons for funeral luncheon volunteers, and the covering for the piano
in the church. She has designed and made several wedding dresses. 

Ardith began sewing as a two-year-old; her parents had a tailoring and dry cleaning business.
Whenever she would find a needle with thread attached on the floor she would sew up the holes in
her stockings. “When I sit down to sew the worries of the world disappear,” she says. 

Ardith Franson

Other things to know about Ardith:
· Ardith was born and raised in New Rockford, ND,  became a medical
technologist and was working at a hospital in International Falls when
she met her husband Arvid. They were married for 33 years. 
· Arvid was not Catholic until shortly before he died at age 55. The
couple was living in the Nashville area at the time. During their marriage
they lived in 10 states. He was a civilian employee of the Air Force and
traveled extensively checking radar sites during the Cold War.
· Ardith and Arvid had a son and two daughters: David died of a brain
tumor at age 25; Anita lives in Arizona and Katherine lives in St. Paul.

Published December 27, 2020


